THIS book is a compliment to the research of the Department of Medicine at the Queen's University of Belfast and in particular to the initiative and enthusiasm of its Guest Editor. Perhaps a little wistfully he remarks in the introduction that gastrointestinal endocrinology has been "rather spurned by classical endocrinologists" and that some parts of his subject are "at the stage of clinical crystal-ball gazing". The-quality of the review articles and the depth of already established knowledge which is referred to in these pages belie this approach. Gastrointestinal endocrinology has arrived; it has established its own field; this will be one of its major reference sources for some years to come.
THE true value of a medical textbook is perhaps best judged by the frequency with which it is used for reference after it has been read initially and placed on the shelf. By this criterion 'Pediatric Orthopedic Radiology' by M. B. Ozonoff rates highly. In the few months that it has been in my possession I have found it an invaluable source of reference for both commonplace and obscure disorders.
The book is organised so that the first section deals with abnormalities on an anatomical basis, with separate chapters for each region. The second section covers generalised conditions. After each chapter sub-section there is a good selection of references from the American and British orthopedic and radiological literature of the last 20 years. The aetiology, radiology, and principles of treatment in so far as they affect the radiology are fully covered.
The illustrations are adequate, although not outstanding. On reading the book initially I found myself irritated by the author's not infrequent lapses into transatlantic medical jargon and his habit of repeating certain facts within the space of a few pages or even paragraphs. However, these minor criticisms should not detract from the undoubted merit of this book which will, I am sure, prove to be of great value to all radiologists who come across paediatric orthopaedic problems. P.S.T.
